Mrs. Vazquez’s 2nd Grade
2016-2017
“We inspire lifelong learning in a loving secure Catholic Community”
Mrs. Kasey Vazquez
kvazquez@stmaryofthemills.org 
http://khunter4.weebly.com/ (website- it is linked on the St. Mary of the Mills website under staff)
Second Grade Themes
We integrate all the ADW Standards into the following themes throughout the year. We spend about a month or more on each theme depending on the standards that fall under each theme.
Our Classroom Community

Our class will begin the year by developing their individual Hopes and Dreams for 2nd grade. Together we will then generate classroom rules. These rules will help each of us to reach our goals for the year. Our rules will be displayed in our room and referenced as we make choices in our school day.
Homework

Homework will be assigned every day, Monday-Thursday.  Homework is meant to reinforce the concepts covered in school.  While homework is the child’s responsibility, your involvement is very important.  Please review and discuss your child’s completed homework with him/her each night.  Homework will include spelling, grammar, math, and reading.  Assignments and spelling words will be in the assignment book each week.
The spelling lists are pattern based.  The purpose of each list is to learn and apply the pattern.  Pretests are given on Monday and specific word lists are assigned based on the each student’s strengths.  For this reason, students may not be grouped in the same way from week to week.  Please don’t assume that your child will have the same list as a friend.  Spelling tests will be given on Friday mornings.  Please be aware that the spelling homework schedule may change for short school weeks.
Take Home Folder
You will find graded class work in the “Stay Home” side of your child’s take home folder.   Please check the folder on a daily basis and remove the papers inside.  On the “Bring Back” side you will find homework and other forms that need to be returned to school.

Communication/Money
Important notes and correspondence are collected every morning before the day begins.  Students are responsible for turning notes and envelopes into the office folder as they prepare for their day.  Please make sure that notes and envelopes coming to school are clearly marked and that your child knows what to turn in.  

Related Arts
Monday – Mass (9:00-9:30) & PE (1:25-2:10)
Tuesday – Music (10:25-10:55) & Art (1:25-2:10)
Wednesday – Library (10:25-10:55) & Music (1:25-2:10)
Thursday – Spanish (10:25-10:55) & Media (1:25-2:10)
Friday –PE (10:25-10:55) & Spanish (1:25-2:10)
Snack
We will have a working snack each day starting around 10:00.  Students should have a healthy snack to enjoy.  Please be sure that your child knows what you would like for him/her to eat for snack.  Don’t forget snack on hot lunch days. You may pack a bigger snack for your child on half days since lunch is not served.

All Saints Day Project
This Fall we will be completing a collaborative project with the 8th grade. Each 2nd grade student will be assigned a Saint led by their 8th grade partner. The students will research, organize and present facts about the Saint. Prepared presentations will be presented to the community at the All Saints Day Liturgy. We ask families to help in the preparing their child for this event. All families and friends are welcome at the Mass.   
Sacraments
Sacramental preparation is the focus of second grade religion.  The parish religious education office will provide dates of retreats and ceremonies as the year progresses.  Reconciliation will be received in one service in the January/February timeframe.  You will be asked to select your preferred First Communion date and time as the sacrament draws nearer.
Scantron Testing

Scantron testing will be administered three times this year.  The students will take both the reading and math tests at the beginning, middle, and end of the year.  This is not a test for which the students can study.  The results are used to monitor student progress and as additional resources for planning.
Uniform
All second grade students are expected to wear the school uniform as specified in the St. Mary’s School Handbook.  

PE Uniform

Navy blue shorts or sweatpants, gray t-shirt, and a crew-neck navy blue sweatshirt or royal blue fleece, all with the St. Mary’s logo.  Athletic shoes and white socks are also a part of this uniform.

Dress Uniform

Girls: Blackwatch plaid jumper, drop waist style, hem at the knee or below; white blouse, Peter Pan collar, long or short sleeved; navy blue cardigan sweater, plain knit or Royal blue fleece; plain white crew socks which are clearly visible and cover the entire ankle, navy blue knee socks, or navy blue flat knit tights; black dress shoes with rubber soles.  Navy blue dress uniform slacks, worn with a black, smooth belt may be worn in the 2nd and 3rd quarter, navy dress shorts in the 1st and 4th quarters.

Boys: navy blue uniform pants with a black, smooth belt; plain white golf shirt, long or short sleeved; navy blue V-necked, long sleeved cardigan sweater or Royal blue fleece; navy blue or black socks; black dress shoes with rubber soles.  Navy dress shorts may be worn in the 1st and 4th quarters.

Birthdays
If you are interested, feel free to send in treats in celebration of your child’s birthday.  Please be sure to send enough for the entire class (16 students).  This is completely optional and we will recognize the special day as a class, either way.  If your child has a summer birthday and you would like to celebrate a half-birthday or pseudo-birthday (of your choice), please contact me at least a day prior. Please be mindful of allergies and include a list of ingredients when sending in treats.
Sample of 2nd grade ADW Standards

Language Arts-

Standard 1 – READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development 
Students understand the basic features of words. They see letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics (an understanding of the different letters that make different sounds), syllables, and word parts (-s, -ed, -ing). They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent (smooth and clear) oral and silent reading.
Standard 2 – READING: Reading Comprehension 
Students read and understand grade-level appropriate material. They use a variety of comprehension strategies, such as asking and responding to essential questions, making predictions, and comparing information from several sources to understand what they read. In addition to their regular school reading, at Grade 2, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story) and expository (informational) texts (such as grade-level-appropriate classic and contemporary literature, poetry, children’s magazines and newspapers, dictionaries and other reference materials, and online information).

Standard 7 – LISTENING AND SPEAKING: Listening and Speaking Skills, Strategies, and Applications 
Students listen critically and respond appropriately to oral communication. They speak in a manner that guides the listener to understand important ideas by using proper phrasing, pitch, and modulation (raising and lowering voice). Students deliver brief oral presentations about familiar experiences or interests that are organized around a coherent thesis statement (a statement of topic). Students use the same Standard English conventions for oral speech that they use in their writing.

Math-

Standard 1 - Number Sense 
Students understand the relationships among numbers, quantities, and place value in whole numbers* up to 100. They understand that fractions may refer to parts of a set* and parts of a whole.

Standard 2 - Computation 
Students solve simple problems involving addition and subtraction of numbers up to 100.

Standard 3 - Algebra and Functions 
Students model, represent, and interpret number relationships to create and solve problems involving addition and subtraction.

*You can access all the standards through the St. Mary of the Mills website*
